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WORLD BANK PROJECTS FUND 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
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31.10.01 

Since 1992 the World Bank has poured $20 billion into 300 
dirty fossil fuel energy projects that over their lifetime will 
produce an incredible 40 billion tons of Carbon Dioxide- as 
much as the ENTIRE WORLD EMISSIONS FOR TWO 
YEARS. 

(50 YEARS) WB CLIMATE DESTRUCTION: 9 YEARS OF 
FOSSIL FUEL LOANS 

For Release October 29, 2001 

NEW DATABASE CALCULATES LIFETIME 
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS FROM NINE YEARS OF 
WORLD BANK FOSSIL FUEL PROJECTS 

First-of-its-kind resource catalogues $20 billion in dirty 
energy projects since 1992 


The World Bank has invested over $20 billion in more than 
200 projects that extract, transport, or burn fossil fuels 
since 1992, according to a first-of-its-kind global database 
launched today by the Institute for Policy Studies. 

This new resource for journalists, researchers and 
observers of international finance and energy policy comes 
on the eve of two major events related to the ongoing 
debate on climate change: the global climate negotiations 
beginning on October 29, 2001, in Marrakech, and the 
World Bank ?s new Extractive Industries Review beginning 
also on October 29 in Brussels. 


The Institute for Policy Studies? (IPS) online database, 
available at www.seen.org [http://www.seen.org] , 
catalogues all World Bank-financed fossil fuel projects on a 
map-based database, together with each project's 
anticipated lifetime greenhouse gas emissions. IPS found 
that the sum of lifetime emissions from World Bank 
projects financed from 1992 to the present will exceed 40 
billion tons of carbon dioxide, a figure almost two times 
that of all global emissions from burning or flaring fossil 
fuels in 1998. 

At a time when global leaders are doing all they can to stop 
the potentially catastrophic effects of global warming, this 
database demonstrates that the World Bank?s fossil fuel 
investments are contributing to the problem in a big way,? 
said Daphne Wysham, director of the Sustainable Energy 
and Economy Network (SEEN), a project of IPS. 

The World Bank is home to the key institution created 
during the Climate Convention at the 1992 Earth Summit, 
the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), which is charged 
with the task of financing alternative energy and energy 
efficiency projects. However, over the same time period, 
IPS research found that the World Bank and the GEF, 
together, have invested barely $ibillion on a few dozen 
energy efficiency and renewable energy initiatives. Fossil 
fuels, some World Bank staffers claim, are essential 
building blocks in development. However, experience in 
the field and even the Bank's own internal studies suggest 
the exact opposite: overweening emphasis on fossil fuel 
investments has actually hampered progress in many 
developing countries, and often results in the 
impoverishment of the very people the Bank is intended to 
serve. 

"From the local level, where fossil fuels extraction results in 
resettlement, civil unrest and environmental degradation, 


to the global level, where these fossil fuels lead to global 
warming, investment in oil, gas and coal is destabilizing for 
all of us,' said Wysham. 

The IPS global database follows previous SEEN reports 
that covered World Bank financing from 1992 to 1997, and 
from 1997 to 1998. In response to SEEN research, which 
catalyzed parliamentary hearings in Europe on World Bank 
fossil fuel investments, World Bank President James 
Wolfensohn pledged at the Earth Summit+5 in New York 
in 1997 to calculate greenhouse gas emissions for World 
Bank energy projects, and "where there is cause for 
concern, explore more climate-friendly options." However, 
that pledge has proven hollow, as World Bank fossil fuel 
lending has remained constant at over $2 billion per year. 

Growing worldwide criticism of the World Bank?s fossil 
fuel investments has prompted the Bank to undertake a 
major, year-long review of its oil, gas, and mining projects, 
to be launched October 29 in Brussels (see 
www.eireview.org [http://www.eireview.org]). 

"The World Bank's proposed review of its extractive 
industries should begin with a recognition that there is a 
body of evidence that suggests fossil fuel lending is bad for 
development, the environment, and human rights" said 
Steve Kretzmann, SEEN Campaign Coordinator. ?The Bank 
must face the fact that lending for fossil fuels runs directly 
counter to its stated goals of poverty alleviation and 
sustainable development," Kretzmann added. 

VITAL STATISTICS FROM THE SEEN GLOBAL 
DATABASE (current through Sept. 30, 2001) 

Fossil fuel financing, World Bank Group, since 

1992: $20.8 billion 

Estimated lifetime carbon dioxide emissions from 


these projects: 40.6 billion tons 

Worldwide carbon dioxide emissions from 
consumption/flaring of fossil fuels 1999: 22.3 billion 
tons 

Renewable energy/energy efficiency financing, 
World Bank Group, since 1992: $900 million 

Number of World Bank Group renewable 
energy/energy efficiency projects, since 1992: 30 

Number of World Bank Group fossil fuel projects, 
since 1992: 212 

Top three recipient countries of World Bank fossil 
fuel aid since 1992: India ($3,196 billion), China 
($2,914 billion), Russia ($2,890 billion) 

Total megawatts, fossil fuel power plant generation 
capacity financed by World Bank since 1992: 
39,423MW 

Total megawatts, existing solar power plant 
generation capacity worldwide, 2000: 300MW 


SEEN has also reported on the fossil fuel finances of other 
institutions, including U.S. institutions (Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation and Export-Import Bank) and the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 
These publications are available at: 


http://www.seen.org/reports.htm. 
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REPORTS FROM THE RISING TIDE UK GATHERING 
13/14 OCTOBER 2001 

A weekend of inspiration, meeting people and sharing 
experiences 

Report back: National campaign round-up & workshop 
summaries [/content/report-back-national-campaign- 
round-workshop-summaries] 

Critique of Kyoto presentation [content/why-kyoto-won’t- 
save-planet] 

Report from carbon sinks workshop 
[http://risingtideuk.ecobytes.net/content/carbon-sinks- 
workshop] 

Dismantling the oil industry workshop [t/content 
/dismantling-oil-industry-more-detailed-notes] 
Environmental Justice workshop [/content 
/environmental-justice-workshop] 

The impacts of lifestyle consumption workshop [/content 
/impacts-lifestyle-consumption-workshop] 

The gathering hoped to bring together activists working on 
climate change from around the UK (and beyond) to 
generate a sense of community of people working on 
climate change issues. These reports give a brief reminder 
of what went on, together with contacts for people who 
gave the workshops and people for further information and 
resources. 

Over the course of the weekend some 90 people came to 
the gathering - some staying the entire weekend, some for 
just one workshop, and many people remarked on the 
diversity of campaigns and opinions represented at a 
grassroots gathering. 


THANKYOU to all who came to the gathering and put your 
energy, time and ideas into it, to people who gave 
workshops, who performed, who helped in the many ways 
which were needed, and a HUGE thankyou to the 
Manchester Environment Resource Centre at Bridge 5 Mill 
for letting us use their very inspiring venue for the 
gathering and for being such a huge support - if you want 
to find out more about their project, contact 
merci@gn.apc.org [mailto:%20merci@gn.apc.org] 

Jo Hamilton 


The impacts of lifestyle consumption 
workshop 

Submitted on Wed, 31/10/2001 - 00:00 

HIGH CONSUMPTION LIFESTYLES AND THEIR 
CONTRIBUTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

Rising Tide Gathering Workshop notes- October 2001 

WHAT IS LIFESTYLE CONSUMPTION? 

This workshop defines lifestyle as "products and services 
consumed as part of an individual’s day to day life and over 
which he or she has a degree of choice regarding product, 
quantity and price ". Each person’s lifestyle is therefore 
developed by themselves in daily negotiation with the 
wider society and the consumer market. 

By this definition, an individual’s lifestyle consumption is 
composed of: 

o House- heating, lighting, appliances 
o Transport-cars, buses, flights 
o Product consumption- clothes, food, and general 
household "goods" 


SO HOW MUCH DO THESE LIFESTYLE ITEMS 
CONTRIBUTE TO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS? 

A lot. Houses and personal transport alone account for 
half of all emissions. In 1999 UK energy consumption 
including electricity was 156 million tonnes of oil 
equivalent divided approximately three ways- 

o one third transport (53 million tonnes of oil 
equivalent) 

o one third domestic (46 million tonnes of oil 
equivalent) 

o one third everything else (industry, agriculture, 
services, government etc.) 

Nearly one half of non-transport energy use was domestic. 
The transport section broke down approximately half on 
cars and taxis, 5% buses, trucks 25% non-road 25%. So, in 
this too, personal lifestyle consumption accounts for nearly 
exactly half energy use. Domestic water heating alone 
consumes three times as much energy as the Iron and Steel 
industry, and 50% more than all the heavy trucks on the 
road 

WHERE DOES IT GO? 

HOUSE - AVERAGE 2.8 TONNES CO2 PER PERSON 

Space Heating 50% Cooking 5% 

Lighting and appliance energy 20% Water Heating 25% 

There is a huge difference between different houses. A 
draughty and badly insulated Victorian house can take five 
times more energy to heat than a new house. A good 
quality gas boiler will produce a third of the greenhouse gas 
emissions as water or space heating by electricity. 



CARS-AVERAGE 1.6 TONNES CO2 PER PERSON 


Manufacturing a car produces 5 tonnes of CO2. After that, 
every litre of petrol produces 2.5 kg of CO2, on average 
consumption that’s just under half a kilo of CO2 per mile. 
Someone who commutes 20 miles each way to work will 
produce over 4 tonnes of CO2 from commuting alone. 

FLIGHTS 

Flights are ignored in national and international climate 
change statistics and are therefore ignored in national 
accounting of greenhouse gas emissions. Jet planes drink 
fuel, so even though they are a form of public transport, the 
oil consumption per person per mile is approximately the 
same as a car with one person in it. However, the 
greenhouse impact is three times as high per mile because 
jet planes distribute pollution and water vapour high in the 
atmosphere. One long haul flight can outweigh all other 
personal emissions. Typical return flights: 

London- Paris return 626 kg CO2 London-Sydney 10.8 
tonnes CO2 

London-New York 4.25 tonnes CO2 London-South of Spain 
1.4 tonnes CO2 

PRODUCT CONSUMPTION 

General consumption can be very significant- it 
encompasses all agricultural emissions, most industry and 
most transport. The general consumption of average 
American produces 10 tonnes of CO2. The UK average is 
probably around half this- around 4-5 tonnes per year. The 
products people consume make a major statement about 
the kind of person they are (or want to be) and vaiy 
enormously from person to person. 



Diet is also a factor- home produced vegetables are carbon 
neutral, average supermarket vegetables have often used 
up their own weight in fossil fuels. Beef is a particular 
problem. To produce one pound of beef, a cow has 
produced half a pound of methane, a very powerful 
greenhouse gas which is equivalent to 10.5 lbs of CO2. The 
beef eaten by the average American in a year has produced 
the methane equivalent of 1.4 tons of CO2. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES 

The average UK person’s emissions are ten times higher 
than an Indian who is effectively subsidising our emissions. 
There are also enormous differences between people’s 
emissions within the UK depending on 

income, size of house, use and size of car. Again the low 
consumers are subsidising the impacts of the high 
consumers. However, poor people can also be high 
consumers of energy. Britain has the worst insulated and 
oldest housing stock in Europe and as a result 4.5 million 
households in Britain are defined as "fuel poor"- they 
cannot buy sufficient energy with 10% of their income to 
have a warm healthy home. When temperatures fall to 4°C, 
95% of rented homes are unable to meet healthy 
temperatures with all the heating on. In 1999-2000, a mild 
year, 55,000 people died from cold and damp related 
illnesses, at least half due to poor housing issues. So high 
energy consumption creates poverty and bad insulation 
kills. 

DIFFERENT PEOPLE SCENARIOS 
AVERAGEPERSON 

In 1995 sexless ageless average UK person produced 9.6 
tonnesC02 from all sources. His/her lifestyle emissions 
would be: 



House and water heating 2.1 tonnes Car 1.6 tonnes 

Products and food 4.0 tonnes Lighting and appliances 0.7 
tonnes 

TOTAL 8.4 tonnes 

TYPICAL FAMILY - MR. AND MRS SMITH WITH THEIR 
TWO KIDS 

Mr and Mrs Average live in a 1930’s semi with the usual 
range of appliances, central heating etc. They have one 
family car which they drive 10,000 miles per year. 

House heating and water 4.7 tonnes CO2 

Lighting and appliance energy 3.3 tonnes CO2 

Car 5 tonnes (10,000 miles@500g C02/mile) 

Food and product consumption 6 tonnes CO2 

Annual flight to Spain for four 4.6 tonnes CO2 (4 people @ 
1.4 tonnes CO2 each) 

TOTAL 23.6 tonnes CO2 (5.9 tonnes each) 

AVERAGE YOUNG ECO-ACTIVIST 

The eco-activist, Elf Spirit, lives in a shared Victorian 
housing collective with 5 other people. The house has poor 
insulation and single glazing. Everyone shares a fridge and 
washing machine which are old inefficient models. She 
buys things second hand whenever possible buys local 
organic vegetarian food. She has no car, but travels 
extensively by train and made one trip to San Francisco 
stopping over in New York. 


House heating and water 2 tonnes CO2 



Appliance energy 0.5 tonnes CO2 

Food and products 0.75 tonnes CO2 

Bus and train travel 0.5 tonnes 

TOTAL WITHOUT FLIGHT 3.75 tonnes CO2 

London-New York-San Francisco return 7.15 tonnes CO2 

TOTAL WITH FLIGHT 10.9 tonnes CO2 

SOLUTIONS 

To avoid climate change, emissions per person need to fall 
to 2.45 tonnes per person. With existing technology this 
can only be achieved with the following national lifestyle 
changes: 

1. a renovation of all housing stock to dramatically 
reduce domestic energy demand to a level which can 
be met entirely from renewable energy. 

2. reductions in general consumption and support for 
local produce 

3. increased public transport and the end of car 
dependency and commuting 

4. less overall travel and commuting and an end to jet 
flights for international transport 

IMMEDIATE PERSONAL CHANGES 

1. Calculate your carbon footprint using these websites and 
the figures above. The best sites in English using metric 
measurements are: 

www.bestfootforward.com/carbonlife.htm 
[http://www.bestfootforward.com/carbonlife.htm] Simple- 
though with subjective questions which are easy to cheat. 


www.carbon [http://www.carbon/] calculator.org Probably 
the best UK site — though a little hard to use 


www.climcalc.net [http://www.climcalc.net/] Canadian 
site, well designed but you will need an up to date 
computer. 


http://www.chooseclimate.org/flying/mapcalc.htm/Great 
site for calculating the emissions of your flights 

2. Taking immediate steps to improve your emissions 
performance, starting with investments in insulation, 
draughtproofing and low energy lightbulbs (each one of 
which can will save up to one tonne of CO2 over its 
lifetime). Turning down the thermostat by just i°C will save 
600 kg of CO2 per year for an average house. Try to avoid 
all unnecessary car use and flights. Transfer your electricity 
to "green electricity". 

3. Campaign to demand action on sub-standard housing by 
local and national government, improved public transport, 
the end to internal flights within the UK and Europe. 

4. Inform and educate people about their emissions. Build 
and publicise local action. 

George Marshall, October 2001 


ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP 

Submitted on Wed, 31/10/2001 - 00:00 

Risingtide gathering October 2001: Manchester 


The workshop was aimed at discussing the relationship 
between social and environmental issues, what this means 
for campaigning, relationships between activists and 
diversity in movements for change. One way to unite these 
things is with the approach of ‘environmental justice’, 
which connects environmental and social issues from a 
grassroots perspective. The concept originated in the US 
and the ‘south’ from local campaigning activities in 
communities. What became clear was that poverty and 
environmental problems went hand in hand. This seems an 
obvious conclusion but the activist movement in Europe 
and the west has been largely unsuccessful at incorporating 
this reality into their work, thus preventing true solidarity 
leading the way. 

The main topic of discussion in the workshop was how this 
reality could influence the work of activists within the UK 
specifically. The answer was to take on, talk to, research, 
read and learn the realities first of the communities that 
activists would like to reach out to, then approach them on 
their own terms. Find out what climate change means to 
people in their lives. One concrete way to do this, after a 
little bit of brainstorming, was the idea of campaigning for 
the end to fuel poverty. 

On the international level, and in terms of solidarity with 
people in the ‘south’ (the first and most severely affected by 
climate change) we must take account of other issues that 
these communities are also affected by. Many progressive 
southern NGOs and communities link climate change with 
economic and social inequality caused by international 
economic institutions such as the World Bank and the 
World Trade Organisation. In order to work effectively 
together, activists in the west should be aware of these 
connections and take on this analysis when viewing the 
problem of climate change. This is why aspects of the Kyoto 
Protocol such as the Flexible Mechanisms can be seen as 



undesirable ‘solutions’ to climate change. They may have 
an effect on reducing CO2 emissions (although this is also 
scientifically unproven) but they have negative social and 
economic implications inequalities in the world. Climate 
change can be seen as a catalyst for those inequalities but 
also an opportunity to prevent them worsening or even to 
reverse them. This is the most important aspect of 
approaching climate change from an ‘environmental 
justice’ perspective. 

For more info email: heidi@risingtide.nl 

[mailto:heidi@risingtide.nl] 


Dismantling the Oil Industry - more 
detailed notes 

Submitted on Wed, 31/10/2001 - 00:00 

Notes from PLATFORM discussion as part of workshop 2, 
Sunday 

1. The question was raised as to how much leverage the 
other companies in the web have on Shell or BP Vs how 
much leverage Shell/BP have on them? 

2. Springing from this: Should we target the central hub or 
the periphery of the web for most effective 
campaigning/actions. 

3. BP/Shell are MAJOR clients for many of the companies 
in the web so even if they get a bit of hassle for being 
associated with them could they afford to give up such an 
important customer. (Perhaps we should do some research 
RE how big a customer is BP to for example Ogilvy and 
Mather, compared to their other clients.) 


4- To get companies in the web to disengage from oil we 
need to offer them an alternative which is comparably big. 
Do we really want anything to be that big? We might solve 
to climate change issue but would still be left with all of the 
other problems of power relations and problematic 
relationships between an industry and communities / 
Industry and it's workers. 

5. How would companies in the web see the question of 
engagement Vs Withdrawal (Boycott) (similarity to ethical 
Investment eg USS, engagement Vs divestment) 

6. Comparisons were made between dismantling Shell/BP 
and closing Huntingdon life sciences. This is probably 
something we should look into in more detail, we've 
considered the similarities between ourselves and CAAT 
but not really similarities with the Huntingdon Life 
Sciences campaign. It was pointed out that the HLS 
campaign sprung from the Hillgrove campaign which was a 
smaller target, a winable target. Victory in this campaign 
made people sit up and take notice and gave campaigners a 
boost to move on to something bigger. HLS will not be the 
end of the story. If this campaign can be won campaigners 
will move on to something bigger again, eventually to 
dismantling the whole animal testing industry. 

7. What would disengagement mean? For each of us, for 
each of the Companies in the web, for NGOs in constructive 
dialogue, for investors. The power of imagination, it takes a 
brave leap of imagination to visualise the dismantling of 
the oil industry. 

8. The question was raised as to how much power 
companies in the web have, if they were to disengage 
couldn't BP just find someone else to do their PR/accounts 
etc? Maybe they could, but how many other options are 
there? There are perhaps 3 companies in the world who 



could do accounting for a company as large and complex as 
BP/Shell and it would be a MAJOR hassle for BP to move 
it's entire global accounting to a different firm. 

9. James proposed the notion that "I can eat a whole 
elephant if I take small bites" This could be a way to 
overcome problematic issues raised by 3 and 4 (above) and 
is really what the Hillgrove — > HLS campaign has done (6 
above). In practice small bites could mean that we don't 
expect companies in the web to withdraw overnight, to 
begin with it could simply be the case that they begin to 
think of oil as a sunset industry and don't allocate their best 
people, their top analyst, to the BP/Shell account. The 
point was made that we are already working to cut off the 
supply of brains to the oil industry (brains being what 
BP/Shell drill for in the UK) in targeting university 
recruitment: See people & Planet's 'Slick Protest' campaign 
and the work which many university campaign groups are 
currently doing to disrupt recruitment as part of the 'Stop 
Esso' campaign. Which approach is more effective in 
cutting off the companies supply of brains, are the 2 
approaches complimentary? 

10. Questions were raised as to where consumer pressure 
fits in to our model of dismantling? James pointed out that 
we are all PRODUCERS as well as CONSUMERS. One of 
the things which we produce is consent: A moral licence for 
oil companies to operate which is just as important as their 
legal drilling licences. James argued that throughout the 
80s and 90s the environmental movement and others have 
very much concentrated on consumer campaigns but that 
this is a relatively new phenomenon. The trades unions 
movement for example is/was a producer's campaign. 

11. Discussion concluded with the idea that as we withdraw 
consent from these oil companies we have simultaneously 
to begin building our own alternatives, lest some 



alternative TNC dominated industry should grow up to 
take the place of oil.(see 4 above). However, James argued 
that while this is important we should not be afraid of 
uniting behind a call of 

NO or STOP. We should not allow industry or governments 
to say "It's all very well for you to say stop, but we won't 
listen to you until you can present a fully formed 
alternative thesis." (See James' ideas on the collapse of 
communism and the politics of retreat) 

12. The closing point was made that whatever else we 
believe in, withdrawing consent and dismantling the oil 
industry must be about reducing consumption and using 
less. 


WHY KYOTO WON’T SAVE THE PLANET 

Submitted on Wed, 31/10/2001 - 00:00 

by Mark Lynas: marklynas@zetnet.co.uk 
[mailto:marklynas@zetnet.co.uk] 

The Kyoto Protocol is exceptionally complicated, and the 
latest round of negotiations in Bonn this July didn’t make it 
any simpler. But there are some key points to bear in mind 
which put the whole thing into perspective. 

The Targets 

The nominal target set by the Kyoto Protocol is for a 5% 
reduction in C02 emissions by 2008-12. Whilst it’s true that 
the gas guzzling countries had to start somewhere, scientists 
say a 60% cut is needed to keep atmospheric C02 
concentrations at relatively safe levels. Anyway, that’s before 
you get to the... 


The Loopholes 


The Kyoto Protocol is riddled with loopholes. There are now 
many more loopholes than protocol. These include: 

o Emissions trading 

o The idea is that countries which don’t meet their targets 
can buy emissions credits from those who do. The 
problem is, because Russia’s emissions since 1990 
have declined because the country’s economy has 
collapsed, it can now just sell emissions credits (called 
‘hot air’ in the jargon) to rich countries, which then need 
to take no action to reduce their own pollution. 

o Sinks 

o Sinks is the name given for the most blatant loophole of 
all — assuming forests and cropland absorb carbon, 
therefore it’s OK to go on emitting it from factory 
chimneys and car exhausts. Plantation forests can be 
established in your own country, in another 
industrialised country, or even in the Third World. A big 
worry is that plantation forests will displace native 
peoples, contain little biodiversity, and may even see 
old-growth forests chopped down to make way for 
them. 

o Compliance 

o Countries are supposed to meet their targets by 
2008-12. But if they don’t the penalties are light — they 
simply have to make up the difference, plus a third, in 
the next ‘compliance period’ (ie.the next period where 
emissions reductions are agreed) 

o Exemptions 

o Aircraft emissions aren’t included in the Protocol, and 
are in fact subsidised by not being taxed. They account 
for nearly 4% of global emissions, and much more 
heating effect because pollution is injected straight into 
the upper atmosphere where it can do most damage. 

What this means for the planet 

Greenpeace has calculated that if you add together all the 
sinks, hot air and other loopholes, rather than leading to a 
reduction of 5%, Kyoto will lead to an increase of 0.3% 



amongst industrialised countries. With the US out, the figure 
rises to 2.5% amongst the remaining countries. If you still 
count the US in the figure, as its emissions go on rising 
unchecked, the percentage increase in emissions from 1990 
levels is somewhere between 9.4% and 11.6% above 1990 
levels. These are both above ‘business as usual’ 
expectations for the period, which means that the value of 
Kyoto has been completely negated. Whoops! 

One of the good things about Kyoto was the rich countries 
recognised that they should be making the first reductions. 
This is only fair, given the historical ‘carbon debt’ 
accumulated by the rich West. So Kyoto isn’t talking about 
global emissions, which will go on rising as developing 
countries increase coal and oil usage. The Third World 
accounts for 45% of total global emissions, and this will rise 
to 50% by 2012. Don’t forget the equity issue here though: 
per capita emissions for poor countries will stay well below 
rich country levels. Currently an American is responsible for 
as much C02 entering the atmosphere annually as 7 
Chinese, 19 Indians, 103 Bangladeshis and — get this — 
9,800 Somalis. (UK per capita emissions are equivalent to 3 
Chinese, 9 Indians and 50 Bangladeshis.) The Norwegian 
NGO Cicero ( HYPERLINK http://www.cicero.uio.no 
www.cicero.uio.no [http://www.cicero.uio.no]) has calculated 
that even without counting all the Kyoto loopholes, if the US 
does not ratify, the Protocol will lead to global carbon 
emissions being only 0.9% lower than current business as 
usual predictions. 

Why has it gone wrong? 

Probably the biggest reason that Kyoto has been such a 
failure is that there has been no political pressure on 
governments to agree to real cuts. In Britain, for example, the 
biggest political mobilisation has been against cuts and in 
favour of cheaper carbon (the fuel protestors). Mainstream 
NGOs try to influence governments directly in the conference 
halls, but ministers know they carry relatively little weight in 
the country. In comparison, corporate lobbies (who no longer 
lobby, but actually control the government in many countries, 
most notably the US) have immense power, and the most 
powerful of all are the oil, car and utility corporations. Oil is 


still insanely profitable, and no amount of green PR (like BP 
Solar) is going to convince them to shift away from it. 

How long have we got left? 

The IPCC has suggested a 60% cut in carbon emissions is 
needed. Depending on when this is achieved, it might avert 
dangerous climate change (although temperatures would 
probably still rise two or so degrees: this is already being 
spoken about as "unavoidable" warming.) Time is clearly 
running out — some models have shown that after 2050 the 
Amazonian rainforest starts to turn into desert, releasing 
more carbon into the atmosphere and causing a runaway 
‘positive feedback’ warming. The release of methane trapped 
in the oceans could have an even more disastrous effect. I 
estimate a ‘safe’ path would be to aim for a 90% cut within 30 
years (and even this is risky, given the time lag in the Earth’s 
ocean and biological systems). The problem with Kyoto is 
that it will make no difference at all the world’s climate, and 
will mean another ten vital years lost — we’ll then have only 
20 years left in which to make these major changes. 

What’s needed 

Grassroots campaigning 

There’s no easy way to do it — what’s required most of all is 
an international movement campaigning for real action to 
tackle climate change. There are signs of this beginning, for 
example Rising Tide in Europe, grassroots campaigns 
against oil development in other countries, and mobilisations 
at climate summits. 

Tackling corporate power 

‘Anti-capitalism’ is the current big thing, and whilst climate 
change is merely one facet of the current social and 
environmental crisis facing humanity, it is probably the most 
urgent and clearly has the most catastrophic potential. If the 
problem is to be dealt with, the power of corporations which 
promote fossil fuels and their consumption must be 
confronted. 


International framework 



Climate change isn’t something that can be dealt with 
piecemeal. Perhaps the best global solution so far advocated 
is ‘contraction and convergence’, where the world agrees a 
sustainable carbon budget to aim for, and countries converge 
to equal per capita emissions within it. Both fairness and 
sustainability are therefore achieved. See 
http://www.gci.org.uk for more. 

What can I do? 

Get involved with Rising Tide, or form a local actions group in 
your area. Change your lifestyle. Face up to the fact that the 
future of humanity is at stake, and force others to do the 
same! 


Report back: National campaign round-up 
& workshop summaries 
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l. INTRODUCTION AND THANK YOU 


The gathering hoped to bring together activists working on 



climate change from around the UK (and beyond) to 
generate a sense of community of people working on 
climate change issues. This report gives you a brief 
reminder of what went on, together with contacts for 
people who gave the workshops and people for further 
information and resources. Further information about the 
work of Rising Tide can be obtained from the websites 
http://www.risingtide.org.uk and www.risingtide.nl 
[http://www.risingtide.nl] . 


Over the course of the weekend some 90 people came to 
the gathering - some staying the entire weekend, some for 
just one workshop, and many people remarked on the 
diversity of campaigns and opinions represented at a 
grassroots gathering. 


This report is a reminder of the workshops, the contacts 
where we’ve got them and some of the discussions which 
arose. Following the report are some articles from the 
workshops and discussions which will be of interest. 


THANKYOU to all who came to the gathering and put your 
energy, time and ideas into it, to people who gave 
workshops, who performed, who helped in the many ways 
which were needed, and a HUGE thankyou to the 
Manchester Environment Resource Centre at Bridge 5 Mill 
for letting us use their very inspiring venue for the 
gathering and for being such a huge support - if you want 
to find out more about their project, contact 
merci@gn.ape.org [mailto:merci@gn.ape.org] 


If there are further comments contact me by email 
soaringskywards@yahoo.co.uk 

[mailto:soaringskywards@yahoo.co.uk] or via the Oxford 
office — 01865 241 097 


With best wishes, 


Jo Hamilton 


WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED THE GATHERING 


NOW WE NEED PEOPLE TO HELP BUILD 
RISINGTIDE: 

We need people to organise local events , 
gatherings and training 
We need people to join the Rising Tide core 
group to make decisions about the future 
direction and growth of Rising Tide. 

We need people to be Local Contacts (thanks 
to the ten people who offered to be local 
contacts) 


Please contact the Oxford office now if you would like to 
become more involved on 01865 241 097 



info@risingtide.org.uk 
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2. OUR OBJECTIVES FOR THE GATHERING 
Individual- 


Sense of belonging to the community 
Feeling of ownership over Rising Tide and the wider 
movement 

Empowerment, confident that you have a role 
Making at least one good personal connection 
Making at least one personal commitment for 
further action 


Movement: 

Meet each other and form alliances 
Identify campaigns 

Create energy and a sense of movement identity 
Have a sense of this being the beginning of 
something bigger 

Calendar of action 'flashpoints'for 2002 

Back to top [#top] 




3. WHO IS RISING TIDE 




Rising Tide is an international network of groups and 
individuals working on climate change from grassroots 
perspective. There are now RT groups in Netherlands, UK, 
Germany, Luxembourg, Belgium, Ireland, Australia, 
Uruguay, South Korea, Japan, Nepal, USA, Canada, Spain, 
Portugal... 


It was started by groups and individuals that came together 
to protest at The Hague conference in November 2000. 


They were disillusioned with the UN process, the lack of 
action, the role of big busines in the talks and the lack of 
public participation. The groups in Rising Tide are united 
under a common position which stresses social justice. 


Activities: 

November 2000 - Den Haag actions, reports, 
festival, climate justice summit 
March 21st 2001 - International day of action 
July 2001 - COP6.5 Bonn — Rising Tide action camp, 
street parties, samba, info, actions, week of action in 
UK 

September 2001 - Climate is now in the Peoples 

Global Action manifesto 

Nov 2001 - COPy Marrakech local actions in 

Amsterdam... 



Future - Rio+io in South Africa Sept 2002 


Rising Tide UK formed in January out of a meeting 
in Manchester. It organised a national tour which visited 
11 cities, a week of action coinciding with Bonn, and 90% 
for 90% actions. 


Outreach during 2001 has includes creating a national 
website, producing a bi-weekly news sheet, organising two 
gatherings a speaker training, and much more — see 
website http://www.risingtide.org.uk (that's this web site 
so you're already here - have an explore!) 
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4. UPDATE ON THE ISSUES 


Mark Lynas gave a brief update on the state of the Kyoto 
Protocol, which is attached as Critique of Kyoto. 

Back to top [#top] 


5. CARBON TRADING WORKSHOP 


The rules governing Carbon trading and flexible 
mechanisms are being finalised in Marrakech COP7. The 
workshop outlined the likely out comes — given the 


enormous industry influence on the process, no surprises 
in guessing that it will do nothing to prevent Green House 
gas emissions and everything to do with making more 
money for the obscenely rich. Many of those attending 
seemed genuinely shocked at the realities behind the 
flexible mechanisms. Creating a market to trade in 
pollution, the likely environmental and social impacts of 
sinks being included in the Clean Development Mechanism 
— enormous genetically modified tree plantations in the 
south doing little or nothing to prevent climate change but 
everything to do with greenwash and short term political 
objectives. Let the actions commence to discredit this 
unjustifiable turn around, where we have moved from 
polluter pays to polluter profits. 


Jutta from Fern gave a presentation about Carbon Sinks 
which is attached as Carbon Sinks Workshop 


If you would like to contact her by email: jutta@gn.apc.org 
[mailto:jutta@gn.apc.org] or look at www.fern.org 
[http://www.fern.org] 


A more in depth briefing on carbon trading is available by 
email from Martin on resistanceisfertile@yahoo.com 
[mailto:resistanceisfertile@yahoo.com] from end of Nov 
onwards. If you want to get your head further around the 
issues take a look at the Corporate Europe Observatory 
Website and download ‘Greenhouse Market Mania’: 
www.xs4all.nl / ~ceo / greenhouse / index.htm 
[http://www.xs4all.nl/%7Eceo/greenhouse/index.htm] or 
the CEO website www.xs4all.nl [http://www.xs4all.nl] 


Also The Cornerhouse have just produced and excellent 
briefing on Carbon Trading - get a copy by checking their 
website www.cornerhouse.icaap.org 
[http://www.cornerhouse.icaap.org] 
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6. HIGH CONSUMPTION LIFESTYLES AND 
THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE 


The workshop defined "lifestyle" as consumption over 
which people have some sort of choice. It includes domestic 
heating, lighting, appliances; personal transport; and 
products- clothes, food, and general household "goods". 


The workshop found that lifestyle consumption is the 
largest producer of emissions in the UK, which houses and 
personal transport alone accounting for half of all UK 
emissions. By showing different consumption scenarios the 
workshop showed that flights can dramatically increase 
people’s carbon footprint- one intercontinental flight can 
triple and individual’s annual emissions. 


The two page fact sheet which accompanied the workshop 
is attached as High Consumption Lifestyles 
Factsheet 
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7 . CONTRACTION AND CONVERGENCE 


Aubrey Meyer from the Global Commons Institute gave a 
presentation on C&C which then branched out into a 
discussion around the issues. 


The main areas of question and sometimes heated 
discussion were around how C&C could work without 
carbon trading, over which people had strong objections, 
and how else an international framework could be 
implemented without carbon trading., big questions with 
no concrete answers so far - given that the years of 
negotiation so far have only just produced some form of 
agreement based mainly upon carbon trading. 

For more information contact Aubrey Meyer 
aubrey@gci.org.uk [mailto:aubrey@gci.org.uk], or visit the 
Global Commons Institute website (www.gci.org.uk 
[http://www.gci.org.uk]) 
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8 . STOP ESSO CAMPAIGN 


This was a chance for people to discuss the campaign from 
the perspective of getting more grassroots involvement, 
and to understand more where the campaign was coming 
from. 


The campaign came out of Bush pulling out of Kyoto, 
boycott, with the aim being to stop Esso’s involvement in 
sabotaging Kyoto. Very broad spectrum of public 
involvement - pickets at petrol stations, shutting down the 
distribution terminal (which resulted in an injunction) 
There a Stop Esso National day of action on ist December. 
For more info check the website www.stopesso.com 
[http: / / www.stopesso. com] 
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9. DISMANTLING THE OIL INDUSTRY. 


Given Climate Change, should we be looking to 
' dismantle' the fossil fuels industries which inherently 
drive carbon dioxide emissions ? What would it mean to do 
this ? How could it happen ? Can we even conceive of the 
possibility? 


This workshop involved looking deeply into the intricate 
web of institutions that enable the U.K.’s two oil giants, BP 
and Shell, to function and asking how these webs might be 
prised apart. A key tool in this process is imagination - the 
ability to imagine ourselves beyond the' carbon-industrial 
complex' just as the anti-nuclear movement worked to 
imagine beyond the 'nuclear-industrial complex'. 


There was an enthusiastic participation in these ideas on 


the Saturday afternoon, so a follow up workshop took place 
Sunday morning. Many important points came out of the 
discussion; two that stand out are : 


* the degree to which we all give our 'Consent' to the 
continued operation of these companies. How does this 
happen ? Why does this take place? Can our 'Consent' be 
withdrawn ? 


* dismantling does not mean engaging with the companies 
on how they can improve their 'behaviour', but rather 
encouraging individuals to disengage from the companies 
on principle, as happened with the nuclear industry. 


For more information contact platform@gn.apc.org 
[mailto:platform@gn.apc.org] 


A longer report on the workshop is attached as 

Dismantling Oil Industry Workshop 
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10. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE - HEIDI 
BACHRAM 


‘Environmental justice’ connects environmental and social 
issues from a grassroots perspective. The concept 


originated in the US and the ‘south’ from local campaigning 
activities in communities. The workshop watched a video of 
environmental justice activism in South Africa and 
discussed ways that this perspective can inform and 
improve climate campaigning in Britain. 

A one page report on the workshop is attached as 

Environmental Justice Workshop 


For more information contact Heidi Bachram 

heidi_bachram@yahoo.co.uk 

[mailto :heidi_bachram @yahoo. co.uk] 
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11. KEEPING SANE IN A TIDE OF INFORMATION- 


This workshop explored how feelings and emotions can 
stop us being as effective as we could be, and especially 
looking at the issues around climate change. 


We started by looking at a cycle of how emotions can 
paralyse our actions if they're not aired and talked about 
numbness, denial, despair, paralysis, isolation, depression 
and burn out... we all recognised at least some of these 
aspects in our lives and work, and recognised that if they're 
not talked about they become personal and lead to people 


becoming burnt out and withdrawing from campaigning. 
The two main things which get in the way of effective 
campaigning are 


l) lack of information 


2) feelings which get in the way. 


Its important to recognise that we know enough to start 
campaigning on climate change - there is a mass of info out 
there about it, but we all know enough to make the first 
step and decide to play a part. We also constantly 
underestimate the power of the feelings which can block 
our involvement in climate change campaigning. 


We did plenty of talking and listening, in pairs and as a 
whole group, and recognised that many emotional effects 
of campaigning are shared by all of us and are not our own 
fault at all. We felt that workshops such as these were a 
vital part of any campaigning gathering. 


Some of the tools which we used were simply listening to 
people expressing their feelings - and listening without 
interruption can be a powerful way to help someone think 
through their troubles. 


For more info contact Jo at soaringskywards@yahoo.co.uk 



[mailto:soaringskywards@yahoo.co.uk] 
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12. SATURDAY ROUND UP 


We concluded Saturday evening with a brief report back 
from some of the workshops, then a long session about the 
current political situation and war in Afghanistan where 
people said what they had been doing around the country 
about the war and expressed their feelings about it. 


By the end of the day everyone needed a break and time to 
socialise with new friends. The evening’s open mike session 
proved we’re not only skilled campaigners but also posses a 
hidden range of musical and comic talents, no question 
however that the salsa dancing stole the show. 
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13. FORUM CAMPAIGNS ROUND UP 


Sunday started with a round up of the many campaigns 
which have been happening. Some are reproduced below 
where they have not been mentioned before, together with 
contacts where we have them 


RIO+io - action in South Africa or locally 


International RT meeting 2-9th Feb, Barcelona - 

contact kevin@eyfa.org [mailto:kevin@eyfa.org] for further 
info, or check our newsletter 


Leamington — Tom reported on the campaign against 
Rugby cement and tyre burning tomhb@beeb.net 
[mailto:tomhb@beeb.net] 


Amsterdam ARK group- Nov 6th stickers and posters 
about CO2 trading - selling jars of air dressed as traders, 
climate info nights. Contact Julie Chadwick 
zoozoobubbles@excite.com 
[mailto:zoozoobubbles@excite.com] 


Oxford group - critical mass on car free day, Bjorn 
Lomborg (the ‘skeptical environmentalist’) got pied, wheel 
of misfortune during Bonn, 90% action. Contact Alison 
Chisholm amchisholm@brookes.ac.uk 
[mailto: amchisholm @brookes. ac.uk] 


Platform - performance, relation to corporations, 
Gog&Magog , institutions around BP and Shell - work as a 
resource and advice for campaigning. Contact PLATFORM 
platform@gn.apc.org [http://platform@gn.apc.org] 


London - BP branding national gallery and Covent 
Garden action, British Airports Authority occupation of 
their offices, 5th Terminal at Heathrow, permanent 
resource centre opening soon. 


MARE - Mediteranean NGOs network - taken on climate 
change, have a new political statement, doing actions on 
6th Nov - contact for MARE network via kevin@eyfa.org 
[mailto:kevin@eyfa.org] Jan 24/25 - Rome conference on 
carbon trading. Contact kevin@eyfa.org 
[mailto:kevin@eyfa.org] 


People and Planet - 400 students went to Den Haag, 
many Universities have done actions at ESSO careers 
recruitment fairs. Lobbying Universities to change to green 
electricity, and the first two Universities (Loughborough 
and Sussex) have just changed over to Green Electricity. 
For further info check the website 
www.peopleandplanet.org 

[http://www.peopleandplanet.org], or call 01865 245 678 


Green up North - 5 day event on August bank holiday - 
powered by renewable energy - more info about getting 
involved for next year. Contact 
greenupnorth@purpleturtle.com 

[mailto:greenupnorth@purpleturtle.com] or www.vis.u- 
net.com/ngg [http://www.vis.u-net.com/ngg] 


Blatant Incitement Project - contact for doing radical 
workshops in schools - have been doing some climate 


change workshops in schools and 6th forms around 
Manchester — contact doinit@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
[mailto: doinit@nematode.freeserve.co.uk] 

The BET -over 90 schools in 10 countries bet the EU 
commissioner that they could reduce CO2 emissions in 
schools by 8% in 8 months - heating, transport etc. Contact 
greg.in.bet@gmx.net [mailto:greg.in.bet@gmx.net] 

Green party - Heathrow, BA shareholders, local papers 


Camden Greenpeace - flyposting and picketing for Stop 
Esso campaign, and anti war protest Contact 
catdorey@yahoo.com [mailto:catdorey@yahoo.com] 


Bonn report - critical mass, RTS action to try to get the 
12 principles read out, banner drop off crane, action in 
building, stage storming - for more info see 
www.risingtide.nl [http://www.risingtide.nl] 


Devon lifecycles.. .cycle and solar powered cinemas and 
roadshow..resources on offer and to be used. — contact 
climatechange@purpleturtle.com 
[mailto: climatechange @purpleturtle .com] 


Treesponsibility are a hugely inspiring group involved in 
local reforestation who recently had a gathering and tree 
planting, reforesting Calderdale (in the Peninnes), and 
alternative Esso tree planting week - for further info 
contact 01422 843 222 


Campaign against climate change - US embassy 
weekly vigil, rally for Kyoto, against Bush's visit (500-600 
people), march against Bush past EXXON offices to the 
embassy - contact philthornhill@yahoo.com 
[mailto:philthornhill@yahoo.com] . 

Birmingham FoE - campaign against 2nd runway at 
Brum airport. Contact John on beep@dial.pipex.com 
[mailto:beep@dial.pipex.com] 

Energy Agency in Wales - job on offer taking workshops 
aout energy into schools - there is money out there for this 
sort of info. Contact Cara at pembs.energy@btclick.com 
[mailto: pembs. energy@btclick.com] 


Christian Ecology Link - Operation Noah campaign. 
This campaign is being developed by Christian Ecology 
Link in partnership with Christian Aid and Tearfund. The 
campaign hopes to succeed, as Jubilee 2000 did, in 
engaging churches and the wider public. For further info 
contact cornercottage@fish.co.uk 
[mailto: cornercottage@fish.co.uk] 


Hydrogen energy - although Mike wasn’t there on the 
Sunday morning, he did have his solar powered hydrogen 
energy unit on display. Contact mike.koefman@hydrogen- 
heauki.org [mailto:mike.koefman@hydrogen-heauki.org] 
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14 . FUEL POVERTY 


Domestic heating accounts for a quarter of UK emissions 
and can easily be reduced as Britain has the worst insulated 
and oldest housing stock in Europe. Not only is this a 
problem for climate change, it’s a disgraceful cause of 
social injustice. 4.5 million households in Britain are 
defined as "fuel poor"- they cannot buy sufficient energy 
with 10% of their income to have a warm healthy home. 
When temperatures fall to 4°C, 95% of rented homes are 
unable to meet healthy temperatures with the heating on 
full blast. In 1999-2000, a mild year, 55,000 people died 
from cold and damp related illnesses, at least half due to 
poor housing issues. That’s 22,000 dead whilst spending 
every penny they can on energy. 


A group met at the Gathering to discuss this issue and 
brainstormed ideas. As a first step we agreed to set up a 
discussion list. There are currently 11 people on the list, if 
you want to join, send a blank e-mail to fuel.poverty- 
subscribe@topica.com [mailto:fuel.poverty- 
subscribe@topica.com] 


The first thing to work on is promoting a Private Members 
Bill, the Home Energy Conservation Bill, which is coming 
before parliament on the 30th November. It proposes to 
pressure councils and landlords to improve rented housing 
stock. This is a small but vital step towards improving the 
situation. We will put out an action alert soon about this. 


For details including a copy of the bill www.ukace.org/pubs 
/nletters/ni39.htm [http://www.ukace.org/pubs/nletters 
/ni39.htm] . 
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15. NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 


Other plans, still at an early stage, are for a national day or 
weekend of action on climate change in the spring or early 
summer, possibly focusing on the newly emerging market 
in carbon trading. One idea is to organise a centralised 
gathering or event of some sort in, say Manchester or 
London, but to invite people to make their way to it using 
whatever sustainable means of transport they choose. Part 
of this might be a huge 90% for 90% mobilisation, (please 
see website for more details on this campaign) maybe with 
one 'Climate Express' making its way through the country 
to the event. We are very keen for people to become 
involved with planning this event if you would like to do 
this please mail us and keep reading the News Sheets. 


For more info contact info@risingtide.org.uk 
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16. RISING TIDE STRUCTURE AND FUTURE 


It was not a satisfactory workshop- mentioned by several 
people as one of the failures of the weekend. This was the 
first time that a large group of people had come together to 
talk about Rising Tide and there were large differences in 
what expectations, experiences and personal agendas 
people brought to the discussion. It was soon clear that the 
questions- what exactly is RT, who is RT and who can call 
themselves RT, who is accountable to who, how does RT in 
the UK relate to RT in other countries- are all big questions 
that we could not even begin to resolve in a single gathering 
workshop. The first session raised the questions and shared 
some views without any clear thread forming. The session 
continued after the end of the gathering to consider five 
different organisational and structural options which 
seemed to cover the range of possibilities. Although this 
group did not reach consensus on structure it did agree: 

l. To expand the core group. There is currently a 
small core of 10 people who came together for the 
Tour who discuss RT on a closed e-mail list. We need 
more people involved in this core, discussing RT 
planning activities and helping to move things 
forward. Please get in contact with the Oxford office 
if you would like to be involved in RT activities. 

2. To hold an open meeting in December or early 
January to thrash out Risingtide structure, direction 
and planning issues and reach some working 
consensus. We will inform everyone of this as soon 
as the dates and location have been finalised. 

3. To take any decisions to the next gathering for a 
real group discussion to get wider input and 
involvement 


Back to top [#top] 



END- AND THANKS AGAIN FOR COMING! 


World Car Free Day 

Submitted on Thu, 20/09/2001 - 00:00 

20 . 9.01 

Protests - 20 September 

Oxford Rising Tide Group - Critical Mass bicycle protest, 
Manchester Rising Tide Group - Critical Mass AND an 
evening of videos, information and inspiration 

CAR FREE DAY IN OXFORD 

Billed as a 'pollution-free party on pedals', Oxford Rising 
Tide Group will celebrate World Car Free Day with a 
Critical Mass bicycle protest on Thursday 20 September. 
People are asked to gather on bikes at 5pm at The Plain 
roundabout (where Cowley Rd., Iffley Rd and St. Clements 
meet, just over Magdalen Bridge) and continue from there 
through the town centre, moving very slowly to claim 
cyclists' right to the road, and leafleting cars about climate 
change and the need to get out of our cars. 

The protest will be peaceful and totally legal (cyclists will 
keep moving and so are not breaking any law!). Bring your 
bike and a whistle, banners and whatever props you can 
carry on a bike. 

For more information on Car Free Day go to: 
http://ecoplan.org/carfreeday 

CAR FREE DAY IN MANCHESTER 

Thursday September 20th is World Car-free day and to 


celebrate this the Manchester Rising Tide group is co¬ 
ordinating a 

* Critical Mass Bike Ride and a 

* Climate Change event at the Friends Meeting House, 
Mount Street, Manchester city centre. 

Critical Mass 

To demonstrate a car-free environment, cyclists from all 
over Manchester will be taking to the streets. In a highly 
visual, colourful and fun manner they'll be spreading the 
message that car use is a major contributor to climate 
change and also makes our cities dirtier and more 
dangerous places. We'll be there to remind motorists that 
there is an alternative. Meet at Whitworth Park, next to the 
Whitworth Gallery, Oxford Road at 5pm. Bring a bike if you 
have one but pedestrians are welcome. 

Rising Tide event 

Friends Meeting House Mount Street, Manchester city 
centre, 7pm for 7.30pm start. Climate Change is surely one 
of the biggest threats this world currently faces. Scientists 
say we need to cut our carbon emissions by 60-90% to 
stabilise our environment yet United Nationsy talks in 
Bonn this summer agreed on cuts of just 5% with 
numerous opt out clauses. Rising Tide is a coalition of 
groups and individuals committed to a community-based 
approach to fighting climate change. This event will allow 
people interested in taking action on climate change to 
become aware of the facts, to meet other activists from 
Manchester and to think about ideas for action. 

Contact 0161 226 6814 or climatechaos@yahoo.com 
[mailto:climatechaos@yahoo.com] for details. 

For more information on Car Free Day go to: 
http: / / ecoplan.org/carfreeday 


CLIMATE SCEPTIC GETS BAKED ALASKA 

Submitted on Wed, 05/09/2001 - 00:00 


5 - 9-01 

Danish anti-environmentalist author Bjorn Lomborg had 
pie on his face in a climate change protest in Oxford. 



PRESS RELEASE 
Lomborg gets pied 

'Pies for damn lies and statistics' as Danish anti-green 
author gets his just desserts 

Danish anti-environmentalist author Bjorn Lomborg today 
received his just desserts courtesy of a fellow writer 
enraged at his "dangerous and misleading" statements on 
crucial green issues. A pie was thrown in his face at Borders 
Bookshop in Oxford just after 7pm this evening. 

Lomborg's heavily-promoted new book 'The Skeptical 
Environmentalist' claims variously that consumer waste 
isn't a problem, that species loss is minimal, and that it is 
far too expensive to do anything about global warming. 

Pie-man Mark Lynas said he was unable to ignore 
Lomborg's comments on climate change. "I wanted to put a 
Baked Alaska in his smug face," said Lynas, "in solidarity 
with the native Indian and Eskimo people in Alaska who 
are reporting rising temperatures, shrinking sea ice and 
worsening effects on animal and bird life." 

Many countries in the Third World are also experiencing 
the effects of climate change. In Africa, Lake Chad is now a 



twentieth of the size it was in the 1950s, leaving millions 
potentially without water. The Pacific island nation of 
Tuvalu is planning the evacuation of its entire population 
as sea levels continue to rise. 

"And yet despite all this evidence," comments Lynas, 
"Lomborg somehow contrives to argue that it is cheaper to 
go on burning fossil fuels than to switch to clean energy to 
prevent runaway global warming. This feeds right into the 
agenda of profiteering multinationals like Esso." 

He continued: "I don't see why the environment should 
suffer every time some bored, obscure academic fancies an 
ego trip. This book is full of dangerous nonsense." 

NOTES FOR EDITORS 

1. Lomborg's claims have already been discredited in his 
native Denmark, where several of his colleagues in Aarhus 
University have created a website dedicated to an articulate 
critique of his views. See www.au.dk/~cesamat/debate.htm 
[http://www.au.dk/-cesamat/debate.htm] 

2. Lomborg's background is as a statistician, a training 
which has left him well-equipped to tell lies by 
manipulating figures in order to jump on the anti¬ 
environmentalist bandwagon. 

Community: 

International 


Oil Company Assaults Ecuadorian Activists 

Submitted on Fri, 31/08/2001 - 00:00 

31.8.01 

Nine women environmentalists were violently assaulted 
when they attempted a peaceful office occupation against 
the construction of the new heavy crude pipeline. They 
were protesting against a 500 mile pipeline which will help 
oil companies double production in the Amazon. 


Oilwatch International JE Amazon Watch /E Project 
Underground 

For Immediate Release: August 31, 2001 

Contacts in the US: Janet Lloyd 310.455.0617 
Contacts in Ecuador: Esperanza Martinez or Yvonne 
Ramos at 011-593-98-25637 or amazonia@hoy.net 
[mailto: amazonia@hoy.net] 

OIL COMPANIES' ASSAULT ON ECUADORIAN 
ACTIVISTS & JOURNALISTS CONDEMNED 
INTERNATIONALLY 

CONSORTIUM OFFICIALS VIOLENTLY REMOVE 
JOURNALISTS AND NINE WOMEN STAGING A SIT-IN 
AT THE COMPANY'S HEADQUARTERS 

Quito, Ecuador — Nine women environmentalists were 
violently assaulted when they attempted a peaceful protest 
at the offices of the Oleoducto de Crudos Presados (OCP) 
Consortium in Quito, Ecuador. The sit-in was in support of 
a general strike underway in the oil-producing region of 
Lago Agrio to protest the construction of the new heavy 
crude pipeline by the Consortium. 

Company security guards destroyed cameras, assaulted the 
activists and three journalists while taking possession of 
their photographic equipment in an attempt to prevent 
coverage of the incident. One journalist, Gustavo Abad 
from El Universo, a leading national daily, was reportedly 
beaten and detained by OCP employees. International 
human rights and environmental organizations quickly 
denounced the actions of the Consortium with calls and 
emails urging the Ecuadorian and international media to 
expose this incident. 

The demonstrators were from Acci«n Ecolwgica, an 


Ecuadorian grassroots NGO opposed to the construction of 
the OCP, and Oilwatch International, which is a Quito 
based network of communities in South America, Asia, and 
Africa affected by the oil industry. 

"The OCP Consortium has clearly demonstrated how it 
intends to treat Ecuadorians who exercise their legitimate 
right to protest the impacts of the company's operations," 
said Alexandra Almedia, Acciwn Ecolwgica. 

The $1.1 billion, 500-mile OCP pipeline would transport 
heavy crude from the Ecuadorian Amazon to a refinery in 
Esmeraldas on the Pacific Coast. With the OCP, Ecuador 
intends to double oil production from the Amazon region. 
The Ecuadorian Government, the World Bank and the IMF 
tout the project as the corner stone of the economic plan 
aimed at alleviating the country's burgeoning external debt. 

The consortium of international companies includes 
Alberta Energy, Repsol-YPF, Agip, Perez-Companc, Kerr- 
McGee and the Los Angeles based Occidental Petroleum, 
whose operations on the U'wa people's land in Colombia 
have been the subject of widespread controversy. 

Germany's largest public bank, WestLB is the lead financier 
behind the project, providing a $900 million syndicated 
loan to the Consortium. 

The pipeline faces growing resistance from both 
Ecuadorian and international groups concerned over the 
project's adverse impacts, such as soil and water 
contamination from spills and leaks, threats to intact 
rainforest ecosystems and indigenous lands, and the 
opening up of vast areas of the Amazon rainforest to oil 
exploration. Activists and citizen's groups also cite ongoing 
environmental problems with the current pipeline in 
Ecuador as cause for concern about the OCP. In May, the 
country's existing pipeline ruptured due to a landslide, 



spilling 7,000 barrels of oil. This accident was the 14th 
major oil spill since 1998. In the past year, at least five 
bombings of Ecuador's oil pipelines have occurred, adding 
to the environmental risks of the OCP. 

Amazon Watch's report on the OCP Pipeline available in 
PDF format in English and Spanish is at 
http: / / www. amazonwatch. org/newsroom / newsreleases o 1 
7jul230i_ec.htm . 



Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 
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